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SUBJECT: NEW COMMANDING GENERAL OF ARMY SHOWS INDEPENDENCE 

REF: A. BA 3425, B. DAO MESSAGE IR NO. 6 804 0385 75, AND 
C. DAO MESSAGE IR NO. 6 804 0387 75 

1. EVENTS OVER PAST THREE DAYS SUGGEST THAT WHILE GENERAL 
LAPLANE HAD REPUTATION BEFORE APPOINTMENT AS BEING SOMEWHAT 
SYMPATHETIC TO LOPEZ REGA. NOW THAT HE IS COMMANDING GENERAL 
OF ARMY, LATTER WILL NOT FIND HIM A PUSHOVER. ON MAY 19, 

LAPLANE WENT TO DEFENSE MINISTER SAVINO WITH LIST OF NEW 
APPOINTMENTS FOR SENIOR ARMY SLOTS TO FILL VACANCIES 
CAUSED BY FORCED RETIREMENT OF THE THREE GENERALS SENIOR 
TO LAPLANE (GENERALS GOMEZ CENTURION, RIVERA AND DELLA 
CROCE). LAPLANE HAD CONSULTED WITH HIS GENERALS AND LIST 
HE PRESENTED HAD SUPPORT OF ARMY. SAVINO, HOWEVER, 
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REFUSED TO ACCEPT IT. POINTING OUT THAT AT LEAST TWO OF 
THE GENERALS LAPLANE WISHED TO APPOINT WERE PRECISELY 
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THE ONES HE AND LOPEZ REGA WANTED TO GET RID OF. LAPLANE 
STUCK TO HIS GUNDS. HENCE, HE AND SAVINO MET WITH 
MRS. PERON AND LOPEZ REGA NEXT DAY, MAY 20, TO THRASH OUT 
MATTERS. LAPLANE REPORTEDLY WENT INTO THIS SECOND 
MEETING THREATENING TO RESIGN IF HIS LIST NOT ACCEPTED. 

IN THE EVENT, HOWEVER, A COMPROMISE WAS REACHED. SOME 
NAMES WERE CHANGED, BUT SOME LOPEZ REGA HAD WISHED TO 
SEE REMOVED STAYED ON. 

2. COMMENT: AFFAIR THUS ENDED (FOR THE MOMENT) IN A 
STAND OFF, BUT THIS IN ITSELF IS SIGNIFICANT. LOPEZ 
REGA HAD APPEARED TO HAVE THE BALL AND TO BE IN A 
POSITION TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING HE WANTED TO WITH IT 
FOR THE MOMENT. LAPLANE WAS SUPPOSED TO BE HIS MAN. 

YET, LAPLANE HAS DEFIED HIM AND COME OFF WITH A TIED 
GAME. SEVERAL THINGS EMERGE CLEARLY FROM THE PAST FEW 
DAYS: A) DESPITE HIS REPUTATION AS SYMPATHETIC TO 
LOPEZ REGA, LAPLANE IS FIRST AND FOREMOST AN ARMY 
GENERAL AND IS LOYAL TO HIS INSTITUTION; B) THE ARMY 
KNOWS HE HAS DEFENDED THEIR INTERESTS AND MAY RALLY 
BEHIND HIM IN RESPONSE; C) LOPEZ REGA DOES NOT HAVE THE 
SUPINE COMMANDING GENERAL HE MAY HAVE EXPECTED. HILL 
UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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